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P r o v i d e s  a  l a w f u l  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  c a n
r e f u s e  a n y  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  m i s t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t o r t u r e
S t r e n g t h e n s  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e ’ s  n e w l y  p a s s e d  H A L T  A c t ,  w h i c h
r e s t r i c t s  s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t  t o  1 5  d a y s
P r o t e c t s  a g a i n s t  r e t a l i a t i o n  i n  a n d  o u t s i d e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,
a s  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  t h e  h o s t  a g e n c y  t h a t  h e a l t h c a r e
p r a c t i t i o n e r s  m u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  l a w  o r  p o t e n t i a l l y  l o s e  t h e i r  l i c e n s e

A c c o u n t s  o f  m i s t r e a t m e n t  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  9 1 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e
i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a r e  a l l  t o o  c o m m o n
S o c i e t a l  c o s t s ,  b o t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  t h e  d o l l a r
a m o u n t s  f o r  e n s u i n g  l e g a l  a c t i o n s ,  a r e  e n o r m o u s
U n f e t t e r e d  v i o l e n c e  h a s  a  t o x i c  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  w o r k  e n v i r o n m e n t
a n d  m o r a l e  o f  s t a f f  i n  c o r r e c t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s
R e m o v e s  a  c e n t r a l  e t h i c a l  t e n s i o n  f o r  h e a l t h c a r e  w o r k e r s ,  w h o  a r e
g u i d e d  b y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  " F i r s t ,  d o  n o  h a r m "   
P r o t e c t s  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d  i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  o f  s o m e  o f  s o c i e t y ’ s
m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  c i t i z e n s
M a i n t a i n s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  H e l p i n g  P r o f e s s i o n s

B r u t a l i t y  a n d  a b u s e  o f  i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n s i d e  N e w  Y o r k
S t a t e ' s  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  u n d e n i a b l e  a n d  p e r v a s i v e .  T h e
p h y s i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s u c h  a b u s e  c a n  b e
s e v e r e ,  p e r m a n e n t ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y  f a t a l .

C o r r e c t i o n s - b a s e d  h e a l t h c a r e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a  q u i e t  b u t  c r i t i c a l
j a i l h o u s e  p r e s e n c e ,  a r e  o f t e n  w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h i s  a b u s e  a n d / o r  i t s
r e s u l t i n g  i n j u r i e s .  W h e n  f a c e d  w i t h  s u c h  b r u t a l i t y ,  t h e i r  e t h i c a l
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  r e p o r t  i t  s e e m s  o b v i o u s  a n d  s i m p l e .  Y e t ,  a l l  t o o  o f t e n
t h e s e  d o c t o r s ,  n u r s e s ,  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s ,  a n d
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  w o r k p l a c e  c o e r c i o n ,  w i t h  f e e l i n g s  o f
p o w e r l e s s n e s s  a n d  f e a r s  o f  r e p r i s a l  c o m p r o m i s i n g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o
r e s p o n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  C o d e s  o f  E t h i c s .

T h e  A n t i - T o r t u r e  B i l l  a d d r e s s e s  t h i s  d i l e m m a  b y  l e g i s l a t i v e l y
p r o h i b i t i n g  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t o r t u r e
a n d  i m p r o p e r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p e o p l e ;  f u r t h e r m o r e  t h e y
w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e p o r t  s u c h  a b u s e .  T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e
n e e d e d  w o r k p l a c e  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  w o r k e r s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h e y  m a y
s a f e l y  p r a c t i c e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  C o d e s  o f  E t h i c s  —  u l t i m a t e l y
p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  v u l n e r a b l e  p a t i e n t s  t h e y  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t r e a t i n g .  

W H A T  D O E S  T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  D O ?

W H Y  I S  T H E  A N T I - T O R T U R E  B I L L  I M P O R T A N T ?

 

"I was not only a 
witness, but an 
accessory to human 
torture. I had no 
recourse, no one to 
report the abuse to, 
and no protection…”

“I never went to
healthcare staff for
anything. They
weren’t to be
trusted. They
weren’t like doctors
on the outside. They
were 'one of them.'” 

"As our team looked in
on the bloodied,
agonized face of the
person inside the cell,
I had an awareness
that far from the
idealistic student I’d
once been, I was now
a monitor of human
suffering."

From the inside...

Torturous practices such as prolonged solitary confinement can only operate
with the complicity of health professionals, who treat people for mental

illness, assess suicide risk, and tend to the wounds resulting from the self-
injurious behavior, or mistreatment, often seen in these units.

 -Mary B., LCSW
 Former Assistant Chief of Mental

Health, Rikers Island, Punitive
Segregation Unit 

-Victor P.,
Formerly incarcerated person and

solitary survivor 

-Mary G., 
Former jail employee and
behavioral social worker 
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